CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

greatest. He epitomised all prophecy and
Islam superseded every revealed religion of
earlier date.

Muhammed's original view that earlier
religions had been founded by God's will
and through divine revelation, led both him
and his successors to make an important
concession: adherents of other religions
were not compelled to adopt Islam. They
were allowed to observe their own faith un-
hindered, if they surrendered without fight-
ing, and were even protected against their
enemies, in return for which they had to
pay tribute to their Muslim masters; this
was levied as a kind of poll-tax. Thus we
read in the Qoran (ix. 29) that " those who
possess Scriptures," i.e. the Jews and
Christians, who did not accept Islam were
to be attacked until they paid the gizja or
tribute. Thus the object of a religious war
upon the Christians is not expressed by
the cry " Death or Islam " ; such attacks
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